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TAGS: OGEN, CE 

SUBJECT: MALARIA PROJECT 

1 . AT THE CONCLUSION OF APRIL 22 MEETING CHAIRED BY AID 
TO REVIEW THE SRI LANKA MALARIA PROJECT, INCLUDING A 
DETAILED REVIEW OF WHETHER FULL TIME MALARIOLOGIST SHOULD 
BE ASSIGNED TO COLOMBO, DECISION WAS MADE TO HAVE THE 
MONITORING FUNCTION FOR THE SRI LANKA PROGRAM CONDUCTED 
BY A PART-TIME CONSULTANT ON A CONTRACT BASIS. IT WAS 
UNDERSTOOD THAT A CONSULTANT WOULD HAVE TO AGREE TO LONG- 
TERM COMMITMENT TO THE SRI LANKA PROJECT. FAILING WHICH 
QUESTION OF FULL TIME ADVISOR WOULD HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED 
ANEW. 

2. AID/W IS PRESENTLY CIRCULATING A DRAFT MESSAGE TO THE 
EMBASSY WHICH REPORTS THAT A CONSULTANT MEETING THESE 
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CRITERIA IS UNAVAILABLE AND THAT ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENT 
FOR THE MONITORING FUNCTION IS NECESSARY. IT IS PROPOSING 
THE ASSIGNMENT TO COLOMBO OF A SOUTH ASIA REGIONAL MALARIA 
SPECIALIST WHO WOULD DEVOTE 40 PERCENT OF HIS TIME TO THE 
SRI LANKA PROGRAM. ALTERNATIVE LOCATIONS HAVE BEEN CON- 
SIDERED, SPECIFICALLY PAKISTAN, BUT THESE ARE CLAIMED NOT 
TO BE PRACTICAL BECAUSE OF THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF HAVING 
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SUCH A SPECIALIST SPEND SUFFICIENT TIME IN SRI LANKA 
AWAY FROM HIS HOME POST. 

3. I HAVE READ PERKINS-THIBAULT LETTER OF FEBRUARY 8 
WHICH ARGUES PERSUASIVELY AGAINST SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT, 
CITING LOGISTICAL DIFFICULTIES AMONG OTHERS, AND WE WILL 
REPEAT THOSE POINTS TO AID. OUR LINE HAS BEEN THAT THE 
CREATION OF A FULL-TIME MALARIA POSITION CAN BE ACCOMMO- 
DATED ONLY BY THE SACRIFICE OF ANOTHER APPROVED POSITION 
IN THE AID COMPLEMENT IF WE ARE TO HOLD TO OUR TARGET 
CEILING OF FIVE AMERICAN POSITIONS. 

4. I HOPE THAT THE MALARIA PROGRAM, WITH ITS IMPORTANT 
HUMANITARIAN AND DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS, CAN BE ACCOMMO- 
DATED WITHIN THIS CEILING OR WITHIN AN ARRANGEMENT IN 
WHICH A REGIONAL ADVISOR WOULD BE BASED ELSEWHERE THAN 
IN COLOMBO. HOWEVER, BEFORE RESPONDING TO AID I WANT TO 
BE SURE THAT NEA/INS AND THE EMBASSY ARE ON THE SAME WAVE 
LENGTH IN TRYING TO HOLD THE LINE ON THE PROPOSED POSITION 
AND WOULD THEREFORE WELCOME YOUR THOUGHTS ON THIS ISSUE. 

5. IF POSSIBLE COULD WE RECEIVE YOUR VIEWS BY OUR OPENING 
OF BUSINESS WEDNESDAY, MAY 10? REQUEST REPLY BE STADIS/ 

NEA ONLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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